306. LETTER TO MANUAL GANDHI

[PHCENIX,

NATAL,]

Chaitra Sud 8, 1970 [April 3, 1914]

CHL MANILAL,

The changes you have introduced are excellent. If you keep
them up, you may do yourself much good. I have heard a great
deal about the moral effects of getting up early. Why should you
be afraid of April 1 ? Chaitra Sud 5 is looked upon as a sacred pan-
chami1, which means that you have introduced the change on an
auspicious day. In the last analysis, we alone can make fools of
ourselves. If we have spirit enough in us, no one dare make
a fool of us.

The morning hours should be devoted to the most important
activities. It will do if you make it a rule to do a large num-
ber of sums in arithmetic, I shall be able to tell you more later.
I am sending some books for you. Learn Sanskrit also very well.

Ba takes wheat coffee without milk. Except for that, she is on
a fast. She is confined to bed. It seems her oedema will go down,
I cannot say what the final outcome will be.

What did you do about the letter from Bapa? I wrote some-
thing in English about him. What happened to it?

Blessings Jrm

BAPU

From the Gujarati original in Gandhiji's hand: C.W. 95
Courtesy: Sushilabehn Gandhi

307. A MARRIAGE PROCLAMATION

The Union Government Ga&tti of the 24th March contains a
marriage proclamation which is of some importance, as it bears
on the expected legislation on the Indian marriage difficulty. We
give elsewhere the proclamation in full. In effect, it requires
banns to be published of intended Mahomedan or Hebrew mar-
riages, in terms of the existing Natal legislation* If the procla-
mation has reference in practice only to Hebrew marriages, we

1 Fifth day